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PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20P1FP 3-Feb-20 2-Mar-20 Bircher Muesli 13-Jan-20

20P3FP 20-Apr-20 18-May-20 Vanilla pudding mix 30-Mar-20

20P6FP 31-Aug-20 28-Sep-20 Polenta 10-Aug-20

20P8FP 26-Oct-20 23-Nov-20 Herbed breadcrumbs 6-Oct-20

PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20P1NP 3-Feb-20 2-Mar-20 Coffee milk mix 13-Jan-20

20P3NP 20-Apr-20 18-May-20 Soup mix 30-Mar-20

20P6NP 31-Aug-20 28-Sep-20 Infant formula 10-Aug-20

20P8NP 26-Oct-20 23-Nov-20 Cassata mix 6-Oct-20

Order now! 2020PT Microbiology Orderform

Ready to test

Test as received

Ready to test

Test as received

3 × 130 g  (A/B/C)

Count (cfu/g): Clostridium perfringens, Clostridium  spp, 

Coagulase positive Staphylococcus spp, Enterococcus  spp, 

Listeria monocytogenes

Detection (/25g): E. coli  O157, Listeria monocytogenes, 

Listeria  spp, Salmonella  spp

3 × 25 g (A/B/C);

Count (cfu/g): Plate Count and Anaerobic count, Bacillus 

cereus, E. coli, Enterobacteriaceae, Lactic acid bacteria, 

Mould, Coliforms, Thermotolerant (faecal) Coliforms, Yeast

Food Microbiology Proficiency Testing Programs

General Foods -  "Pathogens"

General Foods -  "Non-Pathogens"

Natural Samples.  Real Foods.  Natural background flora.  
Multiple Analytes. Multiple Samples. 

Real Challenges,  Real Proficiency

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests











Plan your laboratory's 2020 performance monitoring activities now !!

Early enrolment will ensure quality plans are met

Perform those tests of relevance to your laboratory

Include all testing staff throughout the year

Cover all tests and methods
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PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20C 30-Mar-20 27-Apr-20 Chocolate block

Ready to test

Test as received

3 × ~40 g blocks of chocolate (A/B/C)

Count (cfu/g): Plate Count, Coliforms,  Enterobacteriaceae,  

Mould,  Yeast

Detection (/0.1g):  E. coli  ;  (/25g): Salmonella  spp 

9-Mar-20

PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20MM1 11-May-20 9-Jun-20 Beef mince
Rehydrate to obtain 

40 g meat

2 × real mince (A/B)

Count (cfu/g): Plate Count, E. coli , Coagulase positive 

Staphylococcus  spp, Lactic acid bacteria

Detection (/25g): Salmonella  spp

20-Apr-20

20MM2 16-Nov-20 14-Dec-20 Beef mince
Rehydrate to obtain 

40 g meat

2 × real mince (A/B)

Count (cfu/g): Anaerobic sulfite reducing bacteria, H2S 

producing bacteria, Psychrotrophic bacteria (SPC at 15 deg 

C), Yeast, Mould, Pseudomonas aeruginosa  

Detection (/25 g): Listeria monocytogenes

26-Oct-20

PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20SF1 6-Apr-20 4-May-20 Seafood paste
Rehydrate to obtain 

40 g fish

2 ×  real seafood (A/B) plus vials

Detection (/0.1g): E. coli

Detection (/25g): Vibrio cholerae, Vibrio parahaemolyticus

16-Mar-20

20SF2 14-Sep-20 12-Oct-20 Seafood paste
Rehydrate to obtain 

40 g fish

2 × real seafood (A/B)

Count (cfu/g): Total bacteria, coliform, E. coli , Coagulase 

positive Staphylococcus  sp, Anaerobic sulfite reducing 

bacteria, H2S producing bacteria

24-Aug-20

Order now! 2020PT Microbiology Orderform

Matrix Specific Food Microbiology Proficiency Testing Programs

Chocolate

Meat

MORE ANALYTES and ROUNDS in 2020

Seafood

MORE ANALYTES and ROUNDS in 2020

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests
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FM0030

FM0031

FM0032

FM0040

FM0041

Click Here to Enquire Today

Presence of Salmonella  (S. Poona), Listeria monocytogenes, E. coli  O157.  

Salmonella  and Listeria  are quantified to ensure correct inoculations

Validation and Verification Materials

Affordable Daily Controls

Presence of Salmonella  (S. Hofit), Listeria monocytogenes, E. coli  O157. 

Salmonella  and Listeria  are quantified to ensure correct inoculations

SPC, Counts of Coliforms, E. coli , Enterobacteriaceae

Pathogens Control B

Certified
Quantified
Multi-analyte Reference Materials 
with trending charts

General Hygiene Control

Gram Positive Control

Coliform/E. coli Control

Pathogens Control A

SPC, Counts of Coagulase positive Staphylococcus, Bacillus cereus , Lactic Acid Bacteria

SPC, Counts of Coliforms, E. coli , Enterobacteriaceae , yeasts and moulds
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PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20MIS-01 16-Dec-19
15th of test month

January to June
Simulated Liquid 

Reconstitute to 

obtain 100 mL
18-Nov-19

20MIS-02 15-Jun-20
15th of test month

July to Dec
Simulated Liquid 

Reconstitute to 

obtain 100 mL
25-May-20

PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20CSPm1 16-Dec-19 25th of test month Simulated Liquid 
Reconstitute to 

obtain 1000 mL
18-Nov-19

20CSPm2 15-Jun-20 25th of test month Simulated Liquid 
Reconstitute to 

obtain 1000 mL
25-May-20

Order now! 2020PT Microbiology Orderform

Optional/Special Water tests, available only to MIS participants

MIS, (Meat Industry Scheme)

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Monthly Rounds, Quick Tests, Rapid Feedback, Regular Monitoring, Easy Trending
Real Challenges,  Real Proficiency

Carcass Hygiene and Export Meat Tests  Proficiency Testing Programs

6 samples per set, 1 to be tested each month

Count (cfu/g and cfu/cm2): Plate Count, E. coli,  Coliforms

Detection (/25g): Salmonella  spp, E. coli O157

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

1 selected round from the water CSP

Dispatched with MIS-01 and MIS-02 sample sets.
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PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20MX1 24-Feb-20 23-Mar-20
Simulated Sample 

(non-pathogenic format)

Reconstitute prior to 

testing.
3-Feb-20

20MX2 24-Aug-20 21-Sep-20
Simulated Sample 

(non-pathogenic format)

Reconstitute prior to 

testing.
3-Aug-20

PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20XN1 2-Mar-20 30-Mar-20 Milk Powder

Ready to test

Test as received

10-Feb-20

20XN2 7-Sep-20 6-Oct-20 Milk Powder

Ready to test

Test as received

17-Aug-20

PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20XP1 4-May-20 1-Jun-20 Simulated Sample 
Reconstitute prior to 

testing.
14-Apr-20

20XP2 21-Sep-20 19-Oct-20 Simulated Sample 
Reconstitute prior to 

testing.
31-Aug-20

Order now! 2020PT Microbiology Orderform

3 x freeze dried 2-vial sets (A/B/C)

 ά.ƛƎ сέ E. coli  detection and identification.

O26, O45, O103, O111, O121, O145  and O157

Detection of eae and stx  genes

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Spores, spores, spores and more!

Campylobacter, Vibrio, Yersinia and more!

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Pathogenic E. coli

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Special Microbiology Proficiency Testing Programs - Extension Non-Pathogens and Extension Pathogens

PCR, Specialist Assays
Real Challenges,  Real Proficiency

3 × 25 g (A/B/C)

Count (cfu/g): Enterobacteriaceae, Aerobic and Anaerobic 

Mesophilic and Thermophilic spores,

Total Anaerobic

Detection (/10g): Cronobacter sakazakii

3 × freeze dried vials (A/B/C)

Detection (/25g): Campylobacter spp, Vibrio  spp, Vibrio 

cholerae , Vibrio parahaemolyticus, Salmonella spp, 

Yersinia  spp and Yersinia enterocolitica

Counts/g: V. parahaemolyticus  and Campylobacter spp.

Identification to species level of detected targets
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Click Here to Enquire Today

Does your laboratory need test validation materials?

Ask IFM about its highly affordable Reference 
Cultures!

New methods?
Checking sensitivity and specificity?

 IFM holds many well characterised organisms suitable for such activities. 
 Staphylococcus ,   

Coliforms, 
E. coli
Yeasts,   
Moulds, 

Clostridium,   
Pseudomonas, 

Lactic acid bacteria,   
Salmonella,   

Listeria, 
and many more. 
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PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20SW1 16-Mar-20 14-Apr-20 Swabs
Minor rehydration 

required

2 x swab (A/B) ; General Hygiene checks 

Each swab sample comprises 3 individual swabs

Count (/swab): Plate count, Anaerobic Count, Mould, Yeast 

24-Feb-20

20SW2 13-Jul-20 10-Aug-20 Swabs
Minor rehydration 

required

2 x swab (A/B) ; Gram Negative Organisms

Each swab sample comprises 3 individual swabs

Count (/swab): Coliforms, Enterobacteriaceae

Detection (/swab): Campylobacter  spp, E. coli , Salmonella 

spp.

22-Jun-20

20SW3 9-Nov-20 7-Dec-20 Swabs
Minor rehydration 

required

2 x swab (A/B) ; Gram Positive Organisms

Each swab sample comprises 3 individual swabs

Detection (/swab): Listeria monocytogenes , Coagulase 

positive Staphylococcus spp, Clostridium  spp

19-Oct-20

Order now! 2020PT Microbiology Orderform

PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20ST1 18-May-20 15-Jun-20 Solid materials, e.g., glass beads

Ready to test

Test as received

3 Samples (A/B/C)

Commercial Sterility (Without enrichment)

It is expected participants ensure the samples are free from 

aerobic, anaerobic and fungal contaminants

27-Apr-20

20ST2 10-Aug-20 7-Sep-20 Solid materials, e.g., glass beads

Ready to test

 

Test as received

3 Samples (A/B/C)

Sterility- surgical grade  (Including enrichment

 It is expected participants ensure the samples are free from 

aerobic, anaerobic and fungal contaminants

20-Jul-20

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Sterility Checks

NEW in 2020

Standard Tests, Real Samples,
Real Challenges,  Real Proficiency

Swabs

MORE ANALYTES and ROUNDS in 2020

Hygiene and Sterility  Proficiency Testing Programs
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MV0037 Legionella CRM
Legionella pneumophila  SG1, 

Fluoribacter bozemana e 









Multi-analyte
Quantified
Certified 
Trending charts included

Click Here to Enquire Today

CRMs for Water

MV0026 Generic Water and Food CRM
SPC, 

Coliforms, 
Thermotolerant coliforms, 

E. coli, 
Enterobacteriaceae, 

Clostridium perfringens, 
Bacillus cereus, 

Pseudomonas aeruginosa  and 
Enterococcus faecalis.

These vials also contain A. hydrodrophila  as a negative control for the coliform test.
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PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20EW-01 14-Apr-20

Set 1:

30 June 2020

Set 2:

30 Sept 2020

Simulated Sample 
Reconstitute to 

obtain 100 mL
16-Mar-20

20EW-02 12-Oct-20

Set 1:

 31 Dec 2020

Set 2:

31 Mar 2021

Simulated Sample 
Reconstitute to 

obtain 100 mL
21-Sep-20

Order now! 2020PT Microbiology Orderform

Water and Beverage Microbiology Proficiency Testing Programs

2 sets of 2 x freeze dried vials (A & B) to be tested in the 

indicated months

Count (cfu/mL):

Plate count 21°C, Plate count 37°C

Count (cfu/100mL):

Coliforms, Enterococcus  spp, E. coli,

Ps. aeruginosa,  Yeast, Mould,

Thermotolerant (faecal) Coliforms

Environmental Water

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests
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PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20CSP-01 14-Apr-20
25th of test month

May - Oct
Simulated Sample 

Reconstitute to 

obtain 1000 mL
23-Mar-20

20CSP-02 12-Oct-20
25th of test month

Nov-April
Simulated Sample 

Reconstitute to 

obtain 1000 mL
21-Sep-20

PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20P4 2-Mar-20 30-Mar-20 Simulated Sample 
Reconstitute to 

obtain 100 mL

3 × freeze dried vials (A/B/C)

Count (cfu/mL): Plate count 21°C, Plate count 37°C,  

Legionella pneumophila  (SG1, SG2-14), Total Legionella 

pneumophila , Legionella  spp, Total Legionella

10-Feb-20

20P7 6-Jul-20 3-Aug-20 Simulated Sample 
Reconstitute to 

obtain 100 mL

3 × freeze dried vials (A/B/C)

Count (cfu/mL): Plate count 21°C, Plate count 37°C,  

Legionella pneumophila  (SG1, SG2-14), Total Legionella 

pneumophila , Legionella  spp, Total Legionella

15-Jun-20

20P7s

(filtration)
6-Jul-20 3-Aug-20 Simulated Sample 

Reconstitute to 

obtain 2500 mL

3 × freeze dried vials (A/B/C)

Count (cfu/1000 mL): Legionella pneumophila, Legionella 

species , Total Legionella ,  species and serogroup 

identification of targets

15-Jun-20

20P10 19-Oct-20 16-Nov-20 Simulated Sample 
Reconstitute to 

obtain 100 mL

3 × freeze dried vials (A/B/C)

Count (cfu/mL): Plate count 21°C, Plate count 37°C,  

Legionella pneumophila  (SG1, SG2-14), Total Legionella 

pneumophila , Legionella  spp, Total Legionella

28-Sep-20

Order now! 2020PT Microbiology Orderform

Legionella

6 samples per set, 1 to be tested each month

Count (cfu/mL):

Plate count 21°C, Plate count 37°C

Count (cfu/100mL):

Coliforms, Clostridium spp. (vegetative), Enterococcus  spp, 

Thermotolerant (faecal) Coliforms, E. coli, Ps. aeruginosa, 

Pseudomonas  spp, Yeast, Mould, Faecal Streptococcus  spp, 

Coagulase positive Staphylococcus  spp

Monthly Rounds, Quick Tests, Rapid Feedback, Regular Monitoring, Easy Trending

Real Challenges,  Real Proficiency

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Potable Water and Beverages
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PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20P2 23-Mar-20 20-Apr-20 Lotion

Lotion and organisms 

provided separately

Combine prior to 

testing

3 × freeze dried vials (A/B/C); Reconstituted and mixed with 

supplied material prior to testing,

Count (cfu/g): Plate Count, Mould, Yeast, 

Detection (/10g, /1g and /0.1g):

Candida albicans , Coagulase positive Staphylococcus  spp, 

E. coli,  Ps. aeruginosa 

2-Mar-20

PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20P5 22-Jun-20 20-Jul-20 Herbal tea

Ready to test

Test as received

3 × 130 g dry, medicinal/natural remedy material (A/B/C); 

Test as received.

Count (cfu/g): Plate count 37°C, Yeast, Mould, 

Detection (/10g and /1g): E. coli, Salmonella  spp, Coagulase 

positive Staphylococcus  spp, Clostridium perfringens , Gram 

negative bacteria (bile tolerant)

1-Jun-20

PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20P9 28-Sep-20 26-Oct-20 Capsules and unpressed Tablet

Ready to test

Test as received

3 × 130 g dry, medicinal/natural remedy material (A/B/C); 

Test as received

Count (cfu/g): Plate count 37°C, Yeast, Mould , 

Detection (/10g and /1g): Candida albicans, E. coli, Ps. 

aeruginosa, Pseudomonas  spp, Salmonella  spp, Coagulase 

positive Staphylococcus  spp, Gram negative bacteria (bile 

tolerant)

7-Sep-20

Order now! 2020PT Microbiology Orderform

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

                                         

Natural materials, appropriate target levels, typical background flora, multiple samples, multiple 
analytes.

Real Challenges,  Real Proficiency

Pharmaceutical/Cosmetic Microbiology Proficiency Testing Programs

Tablets and Capsules

Chinese Medicine, Herbal Tea

Lotion
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PT Round

Order Code

Sample

Dispatch Date

Results

Due Date

Enrolment

Close Date

20VMS-01 16-Dec-19

Last day of test 

month

Jan - June

Simulated Sample 

Freeze dried

Reconstitute prior to 

testing

18-Nov-19

20VMS-02 29-Jun-20

Last day of test 

month

July - Dec

Simulated Sample 

Freeze dried

Reconstitute prior to 

testing

9-Jun-20

Order now! 2020PT Microbiology Orderform

Samples per program, sample content, format and available tests

Veterinary Microbiology Proficiency Testing Programs

6 ×  vials. 1 vial tested per month.

Antibiotic Sensitivity, Organism Identification, Biochemical 

tests

Check the case history, find discrepancies, choose the potential targets, isolate and identify, perform sensitivity tests.
Real Challenges, Real Proficiency
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orders@ifmqs.com.au

02 9618 3311 Australia

+612 9618 3311 International

No. IFM allows multiple results submissions for FREE. IFM wants laboratories to include as many staff and methods as possible so that they 

obtain a valid measure of quality across the entire laboratory and also meet accreditation requirements.

Will IFM charge if I want to submit more than one set of 

results?

Contact us today !   

How can I make better use of my PTP data?

9ŀŎƘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǇŀǊǘлмΣ ǇŀǊǘлнΣ Χ ǇŀǊǘƴƴΣ ŜǘŎΦΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ŀǎǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘŜ 

part numbers to particular staff and methods, they can make use of IFM's performance report to analyse and summarise the performance of 

each staff and/or method.  This makes trending much easier and the data can also be used to confirm staff competence and determine training 

needs. 

Yes! IFM offers additional sets at a nominal price. IFM encourages laboratories to make full use of the PTP to meet as many of their ISO/IEC 

17025 requirements as possible!  To encourage this, we believe it must also be affordable.

Usually.  Because we are dealing with microbes, the shelf life of samples is defined. Repeat samples should be ordered within 1 month of issue 

of the report. If later, IFM can supply CRMs and other control samples to assist the lab with corrective action confirmation.

Yes! IFM has a range of certified references, mixed content and pure organisms, both within matrices and as generic freeze dried material to 

cater for all contingencies.  Ask us how we can help!

IFM is accredited by A2LA, which is an International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) partner.

IFM has a long history of excellence in providing relevant, useful and challenging PTP.

IFM is respected worldwide, with a well known reputation for its integrity and dedication to quality.

We want to involve many staff, can we obtain additional 

sample sets?

We obtained an outlier in a PTP round. Can we get repeat 

samples?

We need materials for confirmation of our corrective actions. 

Can we get these?

Frequently Asked Questions

Our lab cannot conduct all of the offered tests in a PTP. What 

should we do?

IFM never penalises participants for performing only part of the program.  Apart from the scope of an individual laboratory, there are many 

other reasons that a laboratory may choose to omit portions of a program, including the laboratory's own QA plan.  Simply leave blank the 

result and associated fields that are not applicable for your lab.

The lab has enrolled in a multi-round PTP, but wish to omit 

one month.  Is this OK?

Yes!  If the lab has a documented QA plan and the plan requires some months to be missed, this is fine.  If the lab wants to miss a round for 

another reason, the lab's QA manager needs to provide authorisation to change the schedule.  This is a requirement of ISO/IEC 17025 that 

needs to be managed by the lab itself.  Your lab does not require IFM's "permission" to omit a round.

Will my accreditation body accept IFM PTP?
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